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Agenda 

• Who we are & the NCDC 

• Primary resources 

• Examples from the NCDC 

• Lesson plans & guides 

• Ins and outs of using the NCDC 

 



Who We Are 

State Library of North Carolina 

State Archives of North Carolina 

part of 



What We Do 

• State Library of North Carolina 
– Government and Heritage Library, Library 

Development, Library for the Blind & Physically 
Handicapped 

• State Archives of North Carolina 
– “collecting, preserving, and making available for 

public use historical and evidential materials 
relating to North Carolina” 



North Carolina Family Records Online 
digital.ncdcr.gov 



North 
Carolina 

Digital 
Collections 



Why use Primary Sources? 



Primary Sources Fascinate 
students because they are 

Personal 
 



• Reflect on author’s 
interpretation 

• Recognize the 
subjective nature 

• Students develop 
better analytical 
skills. 

 

 



Using Primary Sources 

• Students will participate in the process of 
history 

• They will debate with teacher and classmates 

• They will challenge other’s conclusions 

• They will seek out evidence to support their 
conclusions 



The Classroom 

• Will become an arena in 
which students test and 
apply analytical skills 
that will make them 
ready for college and 
the work force. 



Examples from the North 
Carolina Digital Collections 



Treasures of the State Archives 
and the State Library 



Time Periods 
• 1600-1763 Colonial Period 

• 1763-1789 American Revolution 

• 1789-1820 North Carolina Early Statehood 

• 1820-1860 Antebellum 

• 1860-1876 Civil War and Reconstruction 

• 1876-1900 Gilded Age 

• 1900-1929 North Carolina’s Industrial Revolution and WWI 

• 1929-1945 Depression and World War II 

• 1945-1989 Post War and Cold War Period 

• 1954-1971 Civil Rights Era 

• 1990-Current Contemporary 

• Presidential Signatures 



Bill of Rights. United States 
Constitution The Carolina Charter 



Isaac Avery's Message to His 
Father, 1863 

Letter from President George 
Washington 



Civil War Resources 



Letters 

Diaries 



Books 
Government 

Documents 



World War I 



WWI Posters 



Topics of posters 

• Red Cross 

• Service Relief 

• Food Production 

• Resource Conservation 

• Labor 

• Shipping 
 

 

• Liberty Loan 

• Army Recruitment 

• Navy Recruitment 

• Marines Recruitment 

• Patriotism 

• French Posters 



Photographs 



North Carolina Family Records Online 





“Bullard Family Bible Records” 
Family trees 



North Carolina prominent people 

“Genealogies of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lee Smith” 



“John Hathorne Family Bible Records” 
Historic events 



 



 



Public Documents 

• Also known as the 
“Executive and Legislative 
Documents” 

• 1831-1919 
• Annual/biennial reports 

to the governor, 
correspondence 

• Contents vary over the 
years 



Public documents of the State of North 
Carolina 
 

(1889, left; 1860, right;) 



Session Laws 

• Includes “Public-Local 
Laws,” “Public Laws,” 
“Private Laws” 

• 1817-2009 

• All ratified bills and 
resolutions 



Laws of North Carolina, 1793 



Lesson Plans and Guides 



North Carolina State Government Publications 
Collection 

www.ncgovdocs.org 

Educator Tools/Lesson Plans 

• Language arts 

• Government and civics 

• Art 

• History 

• Geography 

• Science 

• Healthful Living 

 

Research Guides 

• African Americans  

• Eugenics  

• Military History  

• Native American History 

• Financial Publications 

• Health Publications 

• State Budget 

• Public Documents 

• Session laws 

• Women  

 



ExploreNC 
http://statelibrary.ncdcr.gov/ghl/themes/index.html 





State Archives website 
www.archives.ncdcr.gov/for_educators  

• Guidelines on using primary sources 

• National Archives and Records Administration 
analysis sheets 

• NC Archives Educational resources website 
www.archives.ncdcr.gov/educationalresources/index  

• Digital Resources 

• Lesson Plans 





Ins and Outs of Using the 
North Carolina Digital 

Collections 



Use the advanced search 

Tip #1 of 3 



State Publications 









Search all collections 



Utilize 
collection-

specific 
tools 



 



“Trust but verify” 

Tip #2 of 3 



1891 Laws and Resolutions of NC 



Printing, saving, and  
viewing full text 

Tip #3 of 3 











Here’s what we know 
• It can be slow 

• The search isn’t like Google 

• It can be hard to page through items using the 
navigation pane 

• The scan quality of some of the .pdfs is not the best 

• Different documents are in different configurations – 
some view online, large items download 

• Printing can be frustrating 



Thanks! 
Questions: digital.info@ncdcr.gov 

Website: digital.ncdcr.gov 

Duane Hanson, Traveller,  1988 
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